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Hillsdale College Hoogland Center for Teacher Excellence Hosts Seminar on the 

Sciences 

 
HILLSDALE, Mich. — Hillsdale College’s Hoogland Center for Teacher Excellence held a 

seminar on “The Art of Teaching: The Sciences” in Grand Rapids from Feb. 29 to March 1. The 

seminar included presentations and breakout sessions on teaching the sciences in a classical-

education framework.  

 

“A well-rounded education includes excellent instruction in mathematics and the sciences,” said 

Kathleen O’Toole, assistant provost for K-12 Education at Hillsdale College. “The liberal arts 

are not about favoring one subject over another. They are about understanding how these 

different branches of knowledge fit together. The students in the best schools receive a rich and 

education — one that presents the sciences in the context of human knowledge as a whole.” 

 

Speakers included Matthew Young, dean of the natural sciences and professor of chemistry at 

Hillsdale College; Daniel Coupland, dean of the Diana Davis Graduate School of Classical 

Education and professor of education at Hillsdale College; David Diener, assistant professor of 

Education at Hillsdale College; Michael Berndt, assistant director of curriculum for Hillsdale’s 

K-12 Education Office, and Tari Thiery, high school science teacher at Hózhó Academy; among 

others. 

 

“The people in this room that teach high school chemistry know that it’s a significant challenge, 

and students will often come into a chemistry course with a certain amount of intimidation...The 

material is quite abstract, some fear about the mathematics associated with it. Talking about 

beauty can help ease some of those fears,” said Young. 

 

Later in the seminar, Coupland discussed “Tried and True Pedagogy,” a lecture encompassing 

ideas presented in Coupland’s 2022 book, “Tried and True: A Primer on Sound Pedagogy.” 
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“New teachers who expect perfection at the start, or from the start, of their teaching careers will 

be sorely disappointed. Although some educators come to the profession with incredible natural 

abilities, the best teachers, like the best chefs, athletes, and artists, take years of learning, focus, 

and practice to hone their craft,” Coupland said. “New teachers should recognize their 

shortcomings, look for alternative methods by observing their experienced colleagues, try other 

approaches, and never give up. 

 

The Hoogland Center for Teacher Excellence builds upon the mission of Hillsdale College’s K-

12 Education Office and offers professional development seminars to a nationwide audience of 

public and private school teachers. Hoogland Center programs are free of charge and participants 

receive a certificate upon completion. 

 

To view all upcoming Hoogland Center seminars, click here. 

 

For a high-resolution copy of the Hillsdale College clocktower logo, click here. 

 

 

About K-12 Education: An American Classical Education 

Hillsdale College’s K-12 Education Office supports school administrators, teachers, and parents 

with the educational and organizational resources they need to educate the nation’s youth in the 

American and classical tradition. The Barney Charter School Initiative, part of Hillsdale 

College’s K-12 efforts, promotes the founding of classical charter schools and excellence in their 

teaching and operations so that public-school students may be educated in the liberal arts and 

sciences and receive instruction in the principles of moral character and civic virtue. The 

initiative currently has 23 member schools across 12 states. The Barney Charter School Initiative 

is made possible through leadership support from the Barney Family Foundation and gifts from 

many other friends of Hillsdale College. For more information, visit k12.hillsdale.edu.  

 

About Hillsdale College   

Hillsdale College is an independent, nonsectarian, Christian liberal arts college located in 

southern Michigan. Founded in 1844, the College has built a national reputation through its 

classical liberal arts core curriculum and its principled refusal to accept federal or state taxpayer 

subsidies, even indirectly in the form of student grants or loans. It also conducts an outreach 

effort promoting civil and religious liberty, including a free monthly speech digest, Imprimis, 

with a circulation of more than 6.6 million. For more information, visit hillsdale.edu.  
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